United Church of Canada: A Statement of Faith 1940
Preamble
It is the purpose of this Statement to set out briefly and simply the substance of the Church's faith.
No attempt is made to answer all the questions which devout men may reasonably ask in regard to God
and man and salvation. But we believe that we have included what is essential to the life of the Church. If
our purpose were apologetic we should have to use more of the language of modern science and philosophy. Because our purpose is affirmative we have as far as possible adopted rather the language of Scripture, a language which matches the supreme facts it tells of, God's acts of judgment and of mercy.
The Church's faith is the unchanging Gospel of God's holy, redeeming love revealed in Jesus Christ. It is
declared in Scripture; it is witnessed to both in the creeds of the Universal Church and in the Confessions of
the Reformed Churches; and it is formulated for a specific purpose in our Basis of Union. But Christians

of each new generation are called to state it afresh in terms of the thought of their own
age and with the emphasis their age needs . This we have attempted to do for the people of The
United Church of Canada - seeking always to be faithful to Scripture and to the testimony of the Universal
Church, and always aware that no statement of ours can express the whole truth of God.
I. God
We believe in God, the eternal personal Spirit, Creator and Upholder of all things.
We believe that God, as sovereign Lord exalted above the world, orders and overrules all things in it to the
accomplishment of His holy, wise, and good purposes.
We believe that God made man to love and serve Him; that He cares for him as a righteous and compassionate Father; and that nothing can either quench His love or finally defeat His gracious purpose for man.
So we acknowledge God as Creator, Upholder, and Sovereign Lord of all things, and the righteous and loving Father of men. [loving, compassionate=1925]
II. Jesus Christ
We believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, Who, for us men and our salvation became man and
dwelt among us.
We believe that He lived a perfect human life, wholly devoted to the will of God and the service of man.
We believe that in Him God comes face to face with men; so that they learn that God loves them seeks their
good, bears their sorrows and their sin, and claims their exclusive faith and perfect obedience.
We believe that in Jesus Christ God acted to save man, taking, at measureless cost, man's sin upon Himself; that the Cross reveals at once God's abhorrence of sin and His saving love in its height and depth and
power; and that the Cross is for all time the effectual means of reconciling the world unto God.
We believe that Jesus was raised victorious over death and declared to be the Son of God with power; and
that He is alive for evermore, our Savior and our Lord.
So we acknowledge Jesus Christ as the Son of God Incarnate, the Savior of the world. [no mention that you
must personally accept this salvation, merely that it is provided - same in 1925 and 2006, except in justification and sonship portion of 1925 - wording in 1925 is not clear, as some sections imply personal salvation
and others imply global salvation - which is likely why 1940 was written: to clarify that UCC theology is NOT
one of personal salvation]
III. The Holy Spirit
We believe in the Holy Spirit by whom God is ever at work in the minds and hearts of men, inspiring every
right desire and every effort after truth and beauty.
We believe that the Spirit of God moves men to acknowledge their sins and accept the divine forgiveness
and grace.

We believe that the Spirit was present with power at the beginning of the Church, enabling the disciples to
bear witness to what they had seen and heard, filling them with love of the brethren, and hope of the coming Kingdom, and sustaining them in the sense of Christ's continuing presence in their midst.
We believe that by the same Spirit the Church is continually guided and empowered, and her members fortified against temptation, fear and doubt, and built up in faith and holiness unto salvation.
So we acknowledge the Holy Spirit as the Lord and Giver of life, through whom the creative, redeeming love
of God is ever at work among men. [use of salvation here very different from 1925 understanding: much
closer to 2006 in intent than to 1925]
IV. The Holy Trinity
Knowing God thus, as Creator and Father, as Redeemer in Christ, and as Holy Spirit working in us, we confess our faith in the Holy Trinity.
So we acknowledge and worship one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. [all similar]
V. Man and Man's Sin
We believe that God gave to man, as He did not to the lower creatures, capacity to share His thought and
purpose, and freedom to choose whether he would or would not love and serve Him.
We believe that man has used his freedom of choice for low and selfish ends, thus estranging himself from
God and his brother man, and bringing upon himself the judgment and wrath of God, so that he lives in a
world of confusion and distress, and is unable of himself to fulfill God's high purpose for him.
So we acknowledge man's sin, God's righteous judgment, and man's helplessness and need.
[both 1940 and 2006 make no mention of eternal death or original sin found in 1925]
VI. Redemption
We believe that in the greatness of His love for man God has in Christ opened up a way of deliverance from
the guilt and power of sin.
We believe that Christ, by living our life without sin, by dying at the hands of sinful men with faith unshaken
and unfaltering love, has done for man what man could not do for himself. On the Cross He bore the burden
of sin, and He broke its power; and what He did there moves men to repentance, conveys forgiveness, undoes the estrangement, and binds them to Himself in a new loyalty.
We believe that by His resurrection and exaltation Christ stands victorious over death and all evil, and that
He fills those who commit themselves to Him with such grace and strength that in Him they, too, are conquerors. His redemption of man is at once an awful mystery and a glorious fact; it is the Lord's doing and
marvelous in our eyes.
So we acknowledge the unmerited love and the mercy of our God in giving His only-begotten Son that we
might not perish but have everlasting life. [speaks of forgiveness but not of 1925 salvation]
VII. The Church
We believe that the Church, the society of the redeemed, was brought into existence by God Himself
through the work and risen power of Christ, Who in calling men into fellowship with Himself calls them by
the same act into fellowship with one another in Him.
We believe that the Church is the organ of Christ's mind and redemptive will, the body of which He is the
Head. Under Him the Church is called to the proclamation of the everlasting Gospel with its offer of salvation, to the worship of God, Creator and Redeemer, to the loving service of mankind, and to the care and
nurture of the flock.
We believe that all members of the Church are one in Him, and that the life of the Church in every age is
continuous with that of the first apostolic company. The groups commonly known as "churches" are called to
share in the life of the whole Church, of all ages and of all lands, entering freely into the full heritage of
thought, worship, and discipline, and living together in mutual confidence.

We believe that for the fulfillment of her mission in the world God has given to the Church the Ministry, the
Scriptures and the Sacraments.
So we acknowledge one holy, catholic, apostolic Church, the Body of Christ, the household and family of
God. [1940 does away with divine lord and savior of 1925; 2006 is incarnational]

VIII. The Ministry
We believe that God has appointed a Ministry in His Church for the preaching of the Word, the administration of the Sacraments, and the pastoral care of the people.
We believe that the Church has authority to ordain to the Ministry by prayer and the laying on of hands
those whom she finds, after due trial, to be called of God thereto.
We believe that, for the due ordering of her life as a society, God has appointed a government in His
Church, to be exercised, under Christ the head, by Ministers and representatives of the people.
So we acknowledge the Holy Ministry appointed by God for the spread of the Gospel and the edification of
His Church.
IX. The Holy Scriptures
We believe that the great moments of God's revelation and communication of Himself to men are recorded
and interpreted in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament.
We believe that, while God uttered His Word to man in many portions progressively, the whole is sufficient
to declare His mind and will for our salvation. To Israel He made Himself known as a holy and righteous
God and a Savior; the fullness of truth and grace came by Jesus Christ. The writings were collected and
preserved by the Church.
We believe that the theme of all Holy Scripture is the redemptive purpose and working of God, and that
herein lies its unity.
We believe that in Holy Scripture God claims the complete allegiance of our mind and heart; that the full
persuasion of the truth and authority of the Word of God contained in the Scripture is the work of the Holy
Spirit in our hearts; that, using Holy Scripture, the Spirit takes of the things of Christ and shows them unto
us for our spiritual nourishment and growth in grace.
So we acknowledge in Holy Scripture the true witness to God's Word and the sure guide to Christian faith
and conduct. [closer to 2006 than to 1925 in intent: not a literal but a revealed scripture - all references to
salvation are carefully worded - here God is "a" Savior]
X. The Sacraments
We believe that the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper are effectual means through which, by
common things and simple acts, the saving love of God is exhibited and communicated to His people, who
receive them in faith.
We believe that in Baptism men are made members of the Christian society. Washing with water in the
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit signifies God's cleansing from sin and an initial participation in the gifts and graces of the new life. The children of believing parents are baptized and nurtured in the
family of God so that they may in due time take upon themselves the yoke of Christ.
We believe that the Lord's Supper perpetuates the fellowship between Christ and His disciples sealed in the
upper room, that at His table He is always present, and His people are nourished, confirmed, and renewed.
The giving and receiving of bread and wine accompanied by His own words signifies the gracious self-giving of Christ as suffering and living Lord in such wise that His faithful people live in Him and He in them.

So we acknowledge Baptism as God's appointed means of grace at initiation into the Christian fellowship;
and the Lord's Supper as His appointed means of maintaining the fellowship in health and strength, and as
the act of worship in which the whole soul of man goes out to God and God's grace comes freely to man.

XI. Christian Life and Duty (faith and repentance /prayer / justification&sonship /sanctification / law
of god)
We believe that the Christian life is the life lived in fellowship with Christ and His Church. It begins with repentance and faith. In repentance men turn from sin to serve the holy and forgiving God with new and glad
obedience. In faith they entrust themselves to Christ and rest upon Him alone for salvation.
We believe that by the teaching and example of Jesus the Holy Spirit shows men the way and the end of
the Christian life, what it means to love God with all the heart and soul and mind and strength, and to love
their neighbour as themselves.
We believe that Christian men are called to abide within the fellowship of the Church, to maintain its peace
and unity, and to give diligent heed to prayer, to the reading of Scripture, to common worship and the sacraments.
We believe that they are likewise called to live as those who are of the Kingdom of God, and to seek His
righteousness both in individual and social life, serving their fellow-men in love for Christ's sake, and striving
and waiting in prayer for an ordered common life where the will of God for the well-being and peace of men
shall be done over all the earth.
We believe that in denying themselves and in following Christ men are enabled by the Spirit of God more
and more to die unto sin and live unto righteousness; that they are, under the hand of a faithful Father, in labour, love, and duty, in suffering, sorrow and defeat, renewed in the inner man after the image of the crucified and victorious Christ; and that they receive in this life a foretaste of the final redemption, assurance of
the divine favour, peace and joy, and the confidence that He is able to keep them to the end.
So we acknowledge the Christian life as the life lived within the family of God, with the graces and privileges, the duties and discipline, through which the Christian man grows up in all things into Christ. [pretty
much as in 1926]
XII. The Consummation
We believe that the resurrection and exaltation of Christ, following on His crucifixion, gives assurance that
the long struggle between sin and grace will have an end, the Kingdom be revealed in its fullness, and
God's eternal purpose accomplished.
We believe that God will judge all men by Jesus Christ, the Son of Man.
We believe that, while salvation is offered to all, God does not take away or override the freedom with which
He has endowed men. If they stubbornly refuse His mercy and prefer sinful ways they shut themselves out
from the light and joy of salvation and fall under the righteous judgment of God.
We believe that those who accept the offer of salvation and persevere in the Christian way do after death
enter into the joy of their Lord, a blessedness beyond our power to conceive. They see God face to face,
and in the communion of saints are partakers with the Church on earth of its labours and prayers.
So we acknowledge the righteous and merciful judgment of God and we wait for the coming of the Kingdom
which shall have no end.
"We know Whom we have believed, and are persuaded that He is able to keep that which we have committed to Him."

"To the only wise God our Savior be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever."
[falls clearly on side of free will, no mention made of this in 1926; 1926 invokes the great commission, sanctity of family and inviolability of marriage -1940 and 2006 do not make mention of these, or of enemies being overcome]

