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EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH
Southeast Ottawa Cluster Service
Emmanuel, Glebe St. James, Rideau Park, Riverside & Southminster United Churches
January 11, 2026

The Gathering

[bookmark: _Hlk204758738][bookmark: _Hlk209531580]Prelude:	Intermezzo 	by Healey Willan

Acknowledging the Territory
We acknowledge with respect the history, spirituality, and culture of the Anishinaabe Algonquin people who are the traditional guardians of the land on which we worship this morning - land which remains unceded. We acknowledge the work of past, present and future caretakers of this territory who share the light of their traditional knowledge. We have the desire to work towards reconciliation and acknowledge that we must live with responsibility and respect on this land.

Greeting

[bookmark: _Hlk218684457]Hymn:	Come, Touch our Hearts	MV 12

The Life and Work of our Communities of Faith:

Global Partners & Camp Chipembi

Lighting of the Christ and Affirming Candles:
We light the Christ candle to symbolize the presence of Christ’s Spirit, alive within us, this day, and every day. 
We light the Affirm candle to proclaim to the members of the 2SLGBTQIA+ communities and their allies that they are truly welcomed and accepted in this place.

Responsive Welcome

Welcome
[bookmark: _Hlk181261165]Reader please read complete welcome
Welcome to this sacred place of belonging where we embrace the sacredness of life and recognize the dignity of each person, spirit-filled with the image of God, the Mystery in whom we live and move and have our being.
Welcome to all who have no church home, need strength, want to follow Christ, have doubts. Welcome to visitors and to new and old friends.
Welcome to grandparents, to mothers, fathers, aunts, uncles, siblings, youth, couples and single people.
Welcome to people of all colours, cultures, abilities, gender identities, and sexual orientations, to old and young, to believers and questioners – and welcome to questioning believers.
This day, we are all invited to live into God’s love, peace and justice.
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

[bookmark: _Hlk218684473]Hymn:	And On This Path	MV 8

Call to Worship:		 
[bookmark: _Hlk195178992](Karen Lamb from Rideau Park)
 “Please join us in the Call to Worship” Please read the complete prayer, so that your microphone picks up the words for those watching our livestream.
We are called to this place to find a new way:
a way of grace, hope, faith, life.
God calls and we come.
(Wendy Bergeron from Glebe-St. James)
Come, and let go of that which is worn out:
worn out habits,
worn out dogmas,
worn out resentments, worn out burdens.
God calls and we come.
(Roger Ellsworth from Riverside)
This time is blessed and made sacred by Spirit who heals us, reconnects us, redirects us, empowers us.
God blesses and we praise.
(Sandra Black from Southminster)
Come and receive
blessing,
freedom,
forgiveness,
love.
God blesses and we praise.
Let us worship God together.

Prayer of Invocation:
“Let us Pray.”
Creator God,
Giver of our lives and all seasons,
We thank you for the celebration of Christmas that birthed Christ into our world.
We praise you for Christ’s presence that gave us light and hope that we might send forth your call to share good news with one another.
We thank you that we are not alone, that we reflect our Covenant relationship with you through peaceful relationships with one another.
We are grateful that we at Glebe-St. James, Rideau Park, Riverside and Southminster United Churches gather here at Emmanuel United Church that we might celebrate your presence together as our cluster of five congregations.
Open us to your presence.  May our praise and thanksgiving reflect your ever-widening love.  Amen.

Neighbour-Ring Handbell Ensemble:
	I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light	
hymn tune by Kathleen Thomerson,
arr. by Cathy Moklebust
Viola: Ann Frederking
Directed by Lira Buschman

	(Children come forward while the song is played)

Hymn: Circle Song  
Come and join the circle, come and take my hand. 
Come and join the circle, come and be my friend.
Gather round and see, what the world can be.
Come and join the circle, come and share God’s word with me.

Children’s Message: 		Ellen
[bookmark: _Hlk160613170]
[bookmark: _Hlk218586638]Hymn:	I have Called you by your Name	MV 161
	Verses 1 & 4

(Children leave for Sunday school)

We Listen to God’s Word

[bookmark: _Hlk218684519]Hebrew Scripture:	Isaiah 42:5-9	
[bookmark: _Hlk218607545]		Reader: Wendy Bergeron, from Glebe St. James
5 This is what God the LORD says—
the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out,
    who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it,
    who gives breath to its people,
    and life to those who walk on it:
6 “I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness;
    I will take hold of your hand.
I will keep you and will make you
    to be a covenant for the people
    and a light for the Gentiles,
7 to open eyes that are blind,
    to free captives from prison
    and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.
8 “I am the LORD; that is my name!
    I will not yield my glory to another
    or my praise to idols.
9 See, the former things have taken place,
    and new things I declare;
before they spring into being
    I announce them to you.”

[bookmark: _Hlk218684525]Responsive:	Psalm 29	VU 756			Reader: Rev. Carla Van Delen, from Riverside
Ascribe to God, you powers of the heaven,
ascribe to God all glory and strength!
	Ascribe due honour to God’s holy name,
	and worship in the beauty of holiness. R

God’s voice is over the waters -
God’s glory thundering across the great waters.
	God’s voice is power, God’s voice is full of majesty.
God’s voice shatters the cedars,
splinters the cedars of Lebanon.
	God’s voice makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
	Mount Hermon stampede like a wild young bull.
God’s voice forks into tongues of fire,
God’s voice shakes the wilderness,
sets trembling the wilderness of Kadesh.
	God’s voice causes the oaks to whirl,
	stripping the forest bare;
	and in the temple all cry: Glory! R

God sits enthroned above the waters,
	God is enthroned as sovereign forever.
You give strength to your people, O God.
	Now give to your people the blessing of peace. R

[bookmark: _Hlk218684569]Hymn:	Make a Joyful Noise	VU 820
	Make a joyful noise all the earth!
	Worship your God with gladness.
	Make a joyful noise all the earth.
	Come to this place with a song!

1	Know that your God has made you.
	Know it’s to God we belong.
	And come to this place with joyfulness and praise.
	Worship your God with a song! R

2	Enter these gates, thanks giving.
	Enter these courts with praise.
	Sing thanks to your God and bless the holy Name.
	Worship your God with a song! R

3	Ages through endless ages,
	seasons of endless years,
	the love of our Maker ever shall endure.
	Worship your God with a song! R

[bookmark: _Hlk218684578]Gospel:		Matthew 3:13-17	
			Reader: Sandra Black, from Southminster
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”
15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”

Anthem:	One Small Child	arr. by John Leavitt
	Emmanuel’s choir is joined by singers from all the cluster churches.

Message:	United in Waters of Grace: 
	Our Shared Baptismal Identity
		Rev. Grant Stuckless

Quiet Reflection and Prayer

We Respond to God’s Word

[bookmark: _Hlk218684592]Hymn:	Deep in our Hearts	MV 154

[bookmark: _Hlk218691038]Affirmation of Faith:	A New Creed	VU 918			Reader: Rev. Jim Baldwin, from Rideau Park
[bookmark: _Hlk218691199]We are not alone,
    we live in God’s world.
 We believe in God:
    who has created and is creating,
    who has come in Jesus,
       the Word made flesh,
       to reconcile and make new,
    who works in us and others
       by the Spirit.
We trust in God. 
We are called to be the Church:
    to celebrate God’s presence,
    to live with respect in Creation,
    to love and serve others,
    to seek justice and resist evil,
    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
       our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
    God is with us.
We are not alone.
    Thanks be to God.

Prayers of the People		Reader: Wendy Bergeron, from Glebe St. James

Lord’s Prayer
Our Creator, who is in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
may your kingdom come, 
may your will be done, 
on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: 
For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.

Sending Forth

[bookmark: _Hlk215055509]Hymn:	I Am The Light of the World	VU 87
Commissioning:
Blessing:
Amen:	Great Amen (Mass of Creation)	by Marty Haugen
Postlude:		


********************************************************* 
Words and Music reproduced with permission under One License A-610090
Portions of this service of worship have been adapted from:
Portions of this service of worship have been adapted from:
Brenda Fawkes, Bethel Lee, Wade Lifton, Donna Scorer, Thom M. Shuman, Donald Schmidt, Nancy Talbot, Susan Burt, In: “First Sunday after the Epiphany: Baptism of Jesus”, Seasons of the Spirit: SeasonsFUSION, Pentecost 2, Kelowna: Wood Lake, 2012-2013, p.p. 77-84.

[bookmark: _Hlk206662791]Minister of Worship and Pastoral Care: Rev. Grant Stuckless
Pastoral Care Provider: Dr. Ron MacDonald
Music Director: Ann McNamee
[bookmark: _Hlk204685672]Pianist & Organist: Abigail Sánchez Rojas
Office Administrator: Emma Dowd
  Telephone: (613) 733-0437 
Email: office@emmanuelunited.ca
Website: www.emmanuelunited.ca
OFFICE HOURS:  MONDAY – THURSDAY 9:00 AM-4:30 PM
Our congregation is organized by its members and adherents.  Several committees direct various functions, but our common life is made possible by many more who give of their time and talents.
Thank you to our Lay Readers who have joined us for this cluster service. 
Thank you to the production team, ushers, decorators, and coffee hosts for bringing us today’s worship service and coffee and conversation time.
Thak you to the Emmanubells directed by Ann Frederking, and joining members of Rideau Park’s Ringers, directed by Lira Buschman, for their music this morning.
Welcome to Emmanuel!  If you are a newcomer or visitor, we invite you to sign our Guest Book and join us in a time of fellowship in the CE Hall following worship.
Bookclub meets on Monday, January 12th on Zoom at 7 pm. This month’s book was North of Nowhere by Marie Wilson, the discussion is being led by Jill.
Join Let’s Talk Tuesdays, on Zoom. This week’s discussion topic is: People sometimes say ‘80 is the new 60.’ What do you think we’re trying to express with that—and what might it leave out?  Are there realities of aging that you think get overlooked when people say things like ‘age is just a number’?
The Thursday Moring Discussion Group (Heretics) will discuss Part TWO of the book: A New Kind of Christianity: Ten Questions That Are Transforming the Faith by Brian McLaren. All are welcome. There is a copy of this book in church library.

ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK
	Sunday, January 11
Cluster Worship 
Coffee and Conversation
Bazaar Feedback Meeting
	
10:00 am 
11:00 am 
11:30 am- 12:30 pm
	
Sanctuary 
C.E. Hall
Library

	Monday, January 12
Take Time to be Wholey
Christian Meditation
Kilborn Gardener’s Meeting
Bookclub Meeting
	 
10:30 am – 11:30 am
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
7:00 pm – 8:00 pm
	
C.E. Hall
Zoom
Lounge
Zoom

	Tuesday, January 13
Tai Chi
Emmanuel Quilters
Let’s Talk Tuesdays
Neighbourhood Quilters
Coffee Social
Christie Lake Kids
	
10:00 am – 12:00 pm
10:00 am – 3:00 pm
10:00 am – 11:00 am
12:30 – 3:00 pm
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm
4:30 pm – 9:00 pm
	
C.E. Hall
Lounge
Zoom
C.E. Hall
Three Sisters
C.E. Hall/Kitchen

	Wednesday, January 14
Active Artists
Property & Grounds
Voices Rock Music
	
11:00 am – 2:00 pm
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
8:00 pm – 9:30 pm
	
Library
Zoom
Sanctuary

	Thursday, January 15
Tai Chi
Pastoral Care Meeting
Heretics Discussion Group
Emmanubells
Al Anon
Choir
	
10:00 am – 12:00 pm
10:00 am – 12:00 pm
10:00 am – 11:30 am
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm
7:00 pm – 9:30 pm
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm
	
C.E. Hall
Library
Zoom
Lounge
C.E. Hall
Sanctuary

	Friday, January 16
Take Time to be Wholey
	
10:30 am – 11:30 am
	
C.E. Hall

	Saturday, January 17
Al Anon Bookclub
	
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm
	
Library
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